THE BATAAN SACRIFICE




Never before in the history of the United States has so many men made such a sacrifice as the men and women that were defending the Philippine Islands when the Imperial Japanese Army invaded at the beginning of World War II.


When the Japanese 14th Army’s well equipped, fully trained, and experienced in many years of war in China invaded the Islands, America had about 20,000 American troops on the Luzon, the main island.  The American and Philippine troops were forced to retreat back into the Bataan Peninsula to hold out until America could send reinforcements.  The savage fighting lasted for four months.  The Japanese suffered loss of a large number of their best men before the lst of February, 1942, which was the time the Japanese were to take Bataan.  However, the men and women dealt the Japanese their first defeat since they bombed Pearl Harbor on the 7th of December, 1941, at the Battle of the Points.

The front page of the Indianapolis News, “Heroic Bataan Resistance Ends,” date April 9, 1942, copy attached.  In the article the United Press said it very well.  “The tired men of Bataan joined ranks in the crimsoned pages of history with bitter-end fighters of the Alamo and Little Big Horn.”

The Alamo Franciscan Mission at San Antonio, Texas, siege and massacre of Texans by Mexican troops in 1836 was a great historic battle.  The men stood side by side, shoulder to shoulder giving their lives for America.  The battle of the Little Big Horn led by General Custer did likewise and gave their lives for America and history books have recognized their part played in our American history.


Bataan has a different ending that American history has tried to ignore.  At the Alamo and Little Big Horn, all men were killed quickly.  Not the case in Bataan due to poor planning by General USAFE headquarters in Manila.  The retreat back into Bataan was a disaster.  Many tons of food, medical supplies, gasoline, trucks, and equipment were left behind.  


The reinforcements that were promised never came.  The surviving men and women that were murdered on the death march were in numbers exceeding 3,000.  They were forced to march without food or water for 60 to 100 miles; no mercy was given.  The inhuman treatment lasted for three and one-half years in slave labor camps led by the Imperial Japanese.  At the time of surrender the men would have chosen death if they only knew what was ahead.  


The bitter fighting and the holding of the last line of defense caused the Japanese to slow their advances south which gave allied forces time to prepare and recover from the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor and the Philippine Islands.

The Queen Mary troop ship with 8,400 men arrived in Australia.  The Navy got ready to confront the enemy at Midway and the Coral Sea battles.  If Bataan had fallen like the rest of Asia’s defenses, the Japanese were getting ready to take Australia.  The men and women of Bataan were taken as prisoners of war; the lack of medical treatment, the slave labor camps, the death ships that were sank on their way to Japan.  The conditions in the holds of these ships were beyond imagination.  The horrors committed by the Japanese were far more than the world could believe, so the men and women of Bataan were still enduring many hardships.  


When the war ended, these men returned to America, which was not a grateful nation.  No one had an understanding of how this long, confining ordeal had affected them.  They were told to go home and act normal.  It was just about impossible to get the ones that could walk any help.  If you were able to get up and around, you were considered fine.  Nonetheless, for most the horrors followed and haunted them for years.  Some drank themselves to death and many became homeless, losing their will to live and completely giving up.


After the hostage-taking in Iran during the Jimmy Carter presidency, our government said, “Let’s take a look at the POW’s from World War II. There may be something to their cries for help.”  By then thousands had died and most of their families never knew what had happened to them during the war.  The surviving men and women would tell very little.  Few of the Bataan Death March survivors are alive today to tell their story.  But, I tell you that nowhere in the history of this great republic have anyone who has put on a uniform had to endure such misfortune.


Now at the closing of this scenario also is the golden years for these men and women who were given the greatest gift of all, years to be free.  The Veteran’s Administration is now doing a good job for the ones that will ask for help.  Nevertheless, some will suffer until the end of their lives without mentioning a word to anyone with regards to their past.

At present our Education Department has totally ignored the elapsed record of altered times that men in uniform have given their lives and endured great hardships for because they understand what freedom means to America.  The sign at Bay Pines Veteran Hospital states it well; “THE COST OF FREEDOM IS EVIDENT HERE.”

Try to find any information in our history books on Bataan.  The young students of today do not have a clue as to what blood has been spilled to enable them to enjoy peace and freedom.
By:  Glenn Frazier, Survivor of the Bataan Death March
